
 
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Amanda Williams and I am writing to you as the current Programme 
Coordinator for the MSc Educational Research.   I am pleased to have offered 
you a place on the programme for the coming academic year and want to take 
this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight the key features of the 
programme, as well as sharing the success of last year’s students and insights 
into the experiences thus far for those who joined us in September. 
 
I hold a PhD in Experimental Social Psychology from York University (Toronto, Canada). In my 
research take a multi-method approach to examine how automatic (unconscious) racial prejudice 
develops across childhood, with a focus on school-based interventions to improve peer relations 
(see www.amandawilliams.ca for more information).  I happily joined the School of Education in 
2015 as a Lecturer in Psychology. I teach research methods and social psychology across our 
Undergraduate, Postgraduate, and Doctoral programs. You will see me in your first unit – 
Understanding Educational Research. I am delighted to welcome you to the School of Education and 
look forward to meeting you.  
 
Key Features of Programme 
The MSc Educational Research Programme is a unique course in that it provides the research 
training for all PhD candidates at the School of Education as well as being a stand-alone Masters 
course. As a student on the MSc Educational Research you can expect to join a thriving educational 
research community where your interests and aspirations will be nurtured and developed by our 
team of tutors.  The MSc Educational Research is aimed at people who wish to progress to PhD 
research and is specifically designed for this purpose to cover a broad range of research methods 
that underpin the understanding and practice of a competent researcher. It is a selective programme 
of study and candidates need to make a good research case in order to be offered a place. 
Consequently the standard of candidates is high and often they gain a distinction across their 
assignments and dissertation.  
 
Typically the profile of students undertaking this programme of study covers a range of ages, 
nationalities and prior professional experiences. The core group on this programme of study is small 
(>10) but together with PhD students the group rises in size to between 25 and 30 people. Given our 
strict admissions criteria, MSc Educational Research students are just as capable as our PhD students 
and often achieve just as highly. Most of all, we are very proud of the way this small but diverse 
group looks after and supports each other, so that there is friendship amidst all the hard work. 
 

http://www.amandawilliams.ca/


We are pleased to see some interesting and innovative emerging areas for dissertation topics from 
this year’s students. Across the cohort students are using a range of qualitative and quantitative 
methodologies, including focus groups to examine decision making in Ofsted assessment groups, 
and a quantitative study of reading interest differences in terms of gender amongst Chinese 
students. Topics reflect students’ interests and as you can imagine are quite broad, often 
considering the nature of teaching, learning agency in marginalized groups, cultural awareness and 
identity-making in children, workload issues in teacher retention, etc.  
 
Your decision to pursue the MSc Educational Research at Bristol is a great choice, and we are 
confident that you will not only enjoy the academic challenges but also the personal ones.  
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   
These webpages will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your 
academic study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for 
your programme, please do contact us. 
 
With best wishes, 
  

 
 
Dr Amanda Williams 
MSc Educational Research Programme Coordinator 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol.  

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/study/new-students/
https://twitter.com/GSOEBristol
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyGSOEBristol?src=hash

